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April 17, 2020 
 
Good afternoon, Belmont High School students, families, faculty, and staff,  
 
While I’m sure that yesterday’s announcement by Governor Sununu that remote learning will continue 
through the end of the 2019-20 school year came as no surprise to many, it is certainly an impactful reality to 
have reached. We have found ourselves in a time when we cannot directly access some of those who we so 
often lean on when we find ourselves in adverse situations. While we miss one another and our interactions to 
such a degree, I find myself somehow thankful and comforted that so many feel this way. BHS, and the 
Shaker District as a whole, is a family; when we are separated, it shouldn’t be something that is easily 
managed and absorbed. I am proud to play a role in this community, which is so much more than a high 
school, and I count myself as one who enthusiastically imagines that day to come when we can safely be in 
one another’s presence again.  
 
This is likely particularly difficult for the Class of 2020, for whom the final months of the high school 
experience will not align with what they had envisioned at their start. You, your contribution to our school’s 
identity, and the work that you have dedicated to Belmont High School is not - and will never be - forgotten. 
As I recently communicated to our seniors and the families of that class, we will coordinate opportunities for 
us to recognize you and all the ways you have impacted so many in such positive manners. More information 
is sure to come on our plans in the following days and weeks.  
 
Another cohort of young people uniquely impacted by the extension of our remote learning is those who 
participate in extracurricular activities and athletics. As you would expect after such an executive order is 
made, the New Hampshire Interscholastic Athletics Association (NHIAA) has followed suit and 
communicated that the 2019-20 spring sports season has been cancelled. The special interactions and lessons 
that are gained from participation in such activities as sports and clubs are not lost on any of us, and we 
understand that this will come as a difficult blow to many of our extracurricular participants and 
student-athletes - again, especially those who are members of the Class of 2020. However, there will come a 
day when our playing fields are active again, our hallways will be filled with music, and many more unique 
contributions to our school’s landscape will be made by interest-driven organizations and activities.  
 
We have a tremendous team of teachers and support staff at BHS; I am so proud of the diligence and passion 
that has been exhibited by our professionals through the transition to remote teaching and learning. Our 
educators have needed to reenvision many aspects of their professional approaches, and they are excelling in 
their efforts to equip students with the essential skills they need to be prepared for things to come. And yes, 
there are many, many wonderful things to come for us all!  
 
Knowing that many of you likely have questions for us, we are going to coordinate remote opportunities to 
hold Town Hall-style meetings to provide you with information that we have and to gather your questions, 
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which we will work to answer for you as plans are developed. These will likely be organized by graduating 
class to focus our efforts and attention to your unique needs. As this situation evolves so frequently, please 
know that we will continue to keep you informed of and engaged in the practices that will allow us to 
continue to be successful. The schedule, format, and invitations for those conversations will be available to 
you soon! 
 
So, while the faculty and staff of Belmont High School cannot be there for you, we are and will continue to be 
here for you; please know that we sincerely miss our students and the rewarding interactions we are 
privileged to have with their families. We anxiously envision future opportunities to enjoy those times again! 
 
Your continued and overwhelming support during this time is truly appreciated! Our best to you and your 
families. Be well - and as always, Go Belmont! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mr. Matthew Finch 
Principal, Belmont High School 
 

 


